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Sierra Club, Legislators, Labor & Business Groups Call
for Rail Expansmn

Proposal calls for innovative mechanism to fund rail expans:on proposals
around the state Sierra Club News Re/ease May 17, 2006

The Sierra Club j oined legislators and environmental, business and labor groups to call for
expanded rail service to under-funded and under-serviced portions of the commonwealth. A bill
filed by Rep. Antonio Cabral (D- New Bedford) would establish a $2.2 billion fund to expand
commuter rail service to New Bedford/Fall River and Springfield as well as increase service on
the Worcester and Fitchburg commuter rail lines and extend service of the Blue Line to Lynn.

“The billions that we have spent on highways and roads has only brought us more traffic
congestion and air pollution. Our city centers outside Boston are being starved by a lack of
public transportation service. It is time to spread the wealth to include under-serviced parts of
the state in our public transportation planning and construction,” stated Massachusetts Sierra
Club Director James McCaffrey.

The bill would create a $2.2. billion fund from revenues generated by minor fees on hotel
and parking services, similar to that used to build the convention center in Boston, as well as by
tapping unused big dig funds from registry fees and a two cent diversion of a portion of the gas
tax currently used to build highways.

Massachusetts has the highest asthma rates in the nation, is a non-attainment zone for
federal ozone standards, and consistently ranks near worst for commuter-time stuck in traffic.
The Sierra Club supports expanded rail service and a viable regional rail network as a method
to control sprawl and improve air quality. : :

“We must get people out of their cars and onto public transportation. We commend Rep-
resentative Cabral for his leadership and innovative approach to help provide long-overdue
public transportation infrastructure for the commonwealth. Many of these projects have been
stalled for years, and this creative solution will get us back on track, sooner rather than later,”
McCaffrey added.

Visit www.sierraclubmass.org for a complete copy of the bill and more information.




COMMENTS

Massachusetts Chapter
by Peter Lowitt, AICP, Chapter President

Was Hegel right about
the dialectic? Is the pendu- -
lum swinging back 180 de-
grees? [ was thinking about
regulatory trends in light of
the recent Glaser “Report on
Regulation and the Rise of
Housing Prices in Greater
Boston” and wondering
where Low Impact Devel-
opment (LID) fits into the
equation. LID makes sense
; from an environmental point
of view as well as an economic one. Welcome back
country drainage, you know -those swales (er, bmps)
along side roads without curbs. Many who have analyzed
the report have noted that the rise in regulations correlate
closely to the rise in the environmental movement. As en-
vironmental regulations have moved on to addressing non-
point sources of water pollution and low-impact develop-
ment regulations have come to the attention of planners,
regulations are beginning to change; bucking the trend
illuminated so ably in the Glaser Report. LID regulations
often translate into narrow pavement widths, putting water
into the ground instead of pipes, and landscaping, which
often adds value to the project. I’'m looking forward to a
future report noting how this new trend is, in fact, reduc-
ing the cost of housing, something we all acknowledge
is necessary in order to create more supply and retain the
Commonwealth’s economic competitiveness.

I recently sat on a panel discussing Housing Supply
for an excellent program put on by the [-495/MetroWest
Corridor Partnership. Jim Sturgis and Amy Dain of the
Pioneer Institute presented the Glaser Report and the pan-
el, comprised of Findley Perry of the Homebuilders, Dan
Morgado (town administrator from Shrewsbury), Aaron
Gornstein from CHAPA and myself reacted to the presen-
tation. It was a lively discussion. Mr. Morgado present-
ed an insightful financial analysis of the costs of housing
for his community, including a powerful graph which
~ showed that housing has a long financial tail, as long as
twelve years in many cases. He remains concerned that
the present array of financial incentives being deployed
by the state to encourage housing production are both
inadequate and penalize those communities which have
done more than their fair share to accommodate housing
over time. Chapter Vice Presidents’ Sadwick and Dun-
can will be participating in a Housing Forum at
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Northeastern on June 15%, as the discussion of how to
increase housing supply continues to be a focus of debate
across the Commonwealth.

The Glaser Report shouldn’t have come as a surprise
to anyone who attended the Southern New England Plan-
ning Conference in Newport, RI last fall and heard Cornell
University Planning Professor Rolf Pendall speak about the
impacts of regulations on national housing costs. Plan on
attending the 2006 conference in New Haven on September
28-29, 2006; so please pencil those dates into your calendar.

I want to thank Don Benjamin from the membership
committee for staffing the chapter booth at the Green Roofs
for Healthy Cities Conference May 10-12 at the Hines Con-
vention Center. Over 800 people attended this stellar event.
I continue to be impressed by this growing segment of the
green building community.

Invitation to participate in Massachusetts Planning
Collaborative:

Chapter member Ron Mallis approached me concerning
working with area university planning programs to de-
velop studies that would be of benefit to the Massachusetts
Planning Community. The Board, including student repre-
sentatives in attendance at our May meeting, thinks this a
good idea and has called for interested members to form a
steering committee to begin meeting over the summer and
work to establish a research agenda and to work with our
university liaisons (HARVARD and UMASS I’m still look-
ing for liaisons) and the faculty and students on this item.
So, if you have any ideas or wish to serve your academic
and planning interests, please email me at peterlowitt(@
devensec.com.

Your chapter board is working with the Mass City and
Town Solicitors Association on a joint presentation for No-
vember 2006. Possible topics include home rule, inclusion-
ary zoning or development impact fees.

CPA 11, the Community Planning Act will (hopefully)
have had a hearing (this is the Massachusetts Land Use
Reform Act reconstituted to incorporate changes from the
housing and other interested parties) and been reported out
of committee by the time you read this. The hard working
folks on the Zoning Reform Working Group are doing great
work. A tip of the hat in your direction ladies and gentlemen.

The floodwaters are abating. The sun is even shin-
ing. Floods are not just something that occurs on the Gulf
Coast. This is global warming. Or, as Al Gore notes in his
new documentary on the topic, “AN INCONVENIENT
TRUTH.” The weather in the future will be.more dynamic
and we should not be solely looking to the past for guidance
in terms of establishing regulations to protect our communi-
ties. Look at the insurance companies. Can anyone get a
homeowner’s policy on Cape Cod or Cape Ann these days?
What do they know that we refuse to see?

Enjoy the summer.

Peter Lowitt, AICP
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