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Massachusetts Representative Olver Champions House
Vote to Save Enhancements
By Jason Jordon, APA Government Affairs Coordinator

A resounding bipartisan majority in the U.S. House of Representative voted in early
September to restore mandatory funding for the popular Transportation Enhancements (TE)
program. The 327 — 90 victory was led by Congressman John Olver from Massachusetts’
First District. Rep. Olver and Rep. Tom Petri (R-WI) jointly offered an amendment to the
appropriations bill for transportation that stuck language allowing states to shift Enhancements
funding into highway projects. The entire Massachusetts congressional delegation voted in
favor of the amendment, one of 15 states with unanimous support for Enhancements.

Rep. Olver was an early and ardent
proponent of the Enhancements program. He
led the fight in the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation and in the full
committee opposing the proposed changes. In
a letter to his House colleagues in advance of
the vote he wrote, “Although small in size —
constituting about two percent of the overall
funding of the Federal-aid highway program —
enhancements pack a big punch in terms of
impact on our local communities.” Rep. Olver
has a strong record on planning and smart
growth programs. Earlier this year, he led the fight in the House to restore funding for the
Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program as well as other conservation and recreation
spending.

The Transportation Enhancements program has played a big role in improving mobility
and livability in Massachusetts. Since the inception of the TE program in 1991, 228 projects
have been funded in the state representing a total investment of more than $75 million. “The
enhancement program was designed to help communities expand transportation choices,” said
Olver. “Enhancements are popular and a needed component of a balanced transportation
policy.”

Making TE funding discretionary would almost certainly have guaranteed that Enhance-
ment projects would not be funded. In late July, the House Appropriations Committee
approved a provision giving state highway departments the sole authority to decide whether or
not to use the 10 percent set aside funds for enhancement projects. Earlier a House subcom-
mittee had proposed a full prohibition on federal spending for Enhancements. That position

Continued on page 9

The chapter wishes to thank Congressman Olver and the entire Massachusetts
delegation for the efforts to reinstate Transportation Enhancements. Good Job!
Peter Lowitt, AICP, Chapter President



Greetings!
Peter C. Lowitt, AICP Chapter President

As your new Chapter President I want to introduce you
to our new board and report on our priorities and the
projects we will be undertaking this year.

The Board has a decidedly more urban and western feel
this year with representation from Springfield, Lowell and
Boston and three Board members from West of Worcester.
Please join me in
extending my
congratulations to
your new Board.
Tom Broadrick,
AICP from
Barnstable remains
as our immediate
past-president, Linda
Petrella from
Springfield is our
Vice President for
Chapter Affairs, Lyn
Billman-Golemme,
AICP from
Westboro remains
our Vice President
for Legislative
Affairs, Lynn
Duncan from Wilmington is our Vice President for Profes-
sional Development, Peg McDonough from Holyoke is our
new Secretary Treasurer, Joe Cosgrove (MBTA) is our
Boston Regional representative, Matt Coggins from Lowell
is our Northeast representative, Tom Bott, AICP our South-
east representative, Kathy Joubert our Central region
representative and Bob Mitchell, AICP, our Western Massa-
chusetts representative. We have an opening on the Board
for a Planning Official/Commissioner/Board member -
please contact me if you are interested.

Thanks to our departing board members, Jack Wiggin,
AICP, Jeff Levine, AICP, Karen Nelson, Jean Christensen
and Glenn Garber, AICP for their long years of service to
Massachusetts planners. Many of them are remaining
involved in the chapter’s new initiatives. Please visit our
web site and review the Chapter Development Plan 2003-
2005 for a detailed version of our Planning Agenda. 1
would like to touch on the highlights for you in the remainder
of this letter.

Priority one is enacting zoning and planning statute
reform. This is a once in a generation opportunity and we,
as planners, should be as active as humanly possible to assist
in the passage of meaningful statutory reform. If your
workload and family responsibilities limit your time and you
can only do one thing for your profession, support this effort.
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MA Chapter Board of Directors;
Executive Committee is seated

The Newsletter and web site will keep you up to date on our
efforts, as well as a new Listserv and roster of all the
planners in the Commonwealth, two new initiatives launched
by the Board in support of our zoning and statute reform
efforts. It is our intention to develop a roster of all the
planners in the state, not just APA chapter members, but all
our colleagues. We would like your support in this effort,
contact myself at peterlowitt@devensec.com or Tom Bott at
Thomas Bott@mma.org or 781-585-0549, with your contact
information
(name, address,
phone, email).

Finally, some
words from the
APA Fall Lead-
ership meeting in
Chicago |
attended on your
behalf. It
included an
Education
Summit, funded
by the Chapter
President’s
Council in
response to a
Divisions Council
review of the
Planning Advi-
sory Board which accredits university planning programs.
The summit resulted in agreement for the need to develop a
core body of knowledge for the public, planning commission-
ers, and professional planners at varying stages of our
careers and these may lead to revised standards for PAB
accreditation. In an effort to keep down costs for the
national conference we are encouraged to register on-line.
Folks who choose otherwise will pay a premium. Have you
checked out the www.planning.org website lately? They
have a daily news feed on planning stories from around the
nation. An amnesty for AICP members who are still APA
members remains in effect if you want to retain your
certification without retesting. Contact national in Chicago
before January, 2004.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.



Rhode Island Planners
Marilyn Cohen, AICP

By the time you receive this, I trust that everyone has
taken advantage of the early bird special rate for our annual
Regional Conference with Connecticut and Massachusetts.

WTS-Boston Announces Formation
of its Rhode Island Affiliate

WTS, the Women’s Transportation Seminar, is a national
organization of transportation professionals that encourages
the professional development of its
members through educational and net-
working programs and events. In July the
WTS-Boston board of directors an-
nounced the formation of the Rhode
Island Affiliate to advance the mission of
WTS to provide a multimodal transporta-
tion organization for networking and
professional development in the Ocean
State. WTS will sponsor a noon luncheon
on October 29 at the Gatehouse Restau-
rant in Providence with James R. Capaldi,
PE, Director of the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Transportation as the featured
speaker. For further information on WTS
go to: http://www.wtsnational.org or call
Pam Sherrill, AICP, RI Affiliate co-chair
at Pare Engineering, (401)334-4100.

émmimsr 30 RI Planners setting sail on Narragansett Bay

The program, as always, presents opportunities to learn new
skills from our planning colleagues. The Conference
includes the Chapter’s Annual Meeting where we will
discuss the Chapter Work Plan and the work of the Housing
Resources Commission’s Affordable Housing Task Force.
The final Chapter Work Plan can be found at our website
riapa.org. Minutes of the Affordable Housing Task Force
will also be posted on the web site once received. As
mentioned in the last newsletter, the Chapter would appreci-
ate knowing of new comprehensive permit applications; you
can reach me at 294-3331, Ext. 310.

Looking forward to seeing you in Hartford.

ave the Date:

APA Regional Planning
Conference
October 23-24
Hartford, CT

Register at MassAPA.org
RIAPA.org
CCAPA.org

Changes to Handbook 16, Handbook
on the Local Comprehensive Plan,
Housing Element approved by RI
State Planning Council

After a public hearing and incorporation of changes, the
State Planning Council approved the updated text for the
Housing Element. These changes include an update to the
general text as well as additions that will guide communities
in preparing an affordable housing plan as a component of
the Housing Element. This optional affordable housing plan
enables a community to respond to the provisions of the Low
and Moderate Income Housing Act by demonstrating the
extent to which the community meets or plans to meet the
10% standard for subsidized housing.

The adopted changes have been mailed to each city/town
to both the Planner and Chief Elected/Appointed Officials.
To view or get copies of the changes to Handbook 16, go to
www.planning.ri.gov. The pages in the handbook relating to
the Housing Element are I'V-14 through IV-20. If you have
additional questions regarding the amendment please contact
Mike Ahnrud, mahnrud@doa.state.ri.us (401) 222-6446 or
Derry Riding driding(@doa.state.ri.us (401) 222-3949.
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Planning in the News

Inspiring Community Action: Springfield’s Neighbor-
hood Steward Training

During 2001 and 2002, the Springfield Forestry and Plan-
ning Departments launched a training program for adults
from the City’s eight “enterprise” neighborhoods. The
Planning Department worked with local community associa-
tions to recruit interested residents who were willing to
attend four training sessions on urban tree issues and then
commit to organizing tree plantings and maintenance
projects back in their own neighborhoods. Over 40 adults
received ten hours of instruction in tree planting, physiology
and maintenance, as well as training in community forestry
organizing. These new stewards then organized the planting
of over 200 trees in their communities. Now, these residents
are not only ensuring better care for their own neighborhood
trees, but are also advocating for urban forestry at the city
level. Grant Opportunity: Environmental Justice Partnerships
for Communication See <http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/guide/
rfa-files/RFA-ES-03-007.htm]>

ment” by Mark Francis; and “How Cities Use Parks For
Economic Development” by Megan Lewis, AICP.

Other topics to be addressed include using urban parks to
reduce crime, improve public health, attract the “Creative
Class,” provide green infrastructure, undertake smart
growth and enhance tourism. Copies of the briefing papers
are available through APA’s website at www.planning.org/
cpf/briefingpapers.htm.

APA launched The City Parks Forum in 1999 with two
grants totaling $2.55 million from the Wallace-Reader’s
Digest Funds and the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.
The program has helped mayors and park officials in mid-
sized cities across the country use parks and public-private
partnerships to address pressing urban issues and improve
the quality of life in their communities.

Other park resources available include technical reports,
case studies and proceedings from six Forum-organized
conferences involving mayors from 25 cities.

Housing the Commonwealth’s School Age Children

by Community Opportunities Group and Connery Associ-
ates was produced by Citizens’ Housing and Planning
Association. Through case studies of 41 communities in
Massachusetts, this study examines the municipal school
costs and other fiscal impacts associated with the develop-
ment of multi-family housing. The study finds that in most
cases, multifamily developments built since 1990 have not
contributed significantly to the rise in school enrollments that
occurred in many communities across the state.

The report is available on CHAPA’s web site
(www.chapa.org) or is available for $15 for CHAPA
members; $20 for non-members by calling 617-742-0820.

Briefing Papers Show How Urban Parks Can Help
Solve City Issues

The City Parks Forum, a special initiative of the Ameri-
can Planning Association (APA), is now offering a series of
briefing papers that show how mayors, city managers, park
planners and others can use healthy parks as a catalyst to
address a wide range of municipal issues from improving the
local economy to reducing crime.

“While the benefits of urban parks are generally under-
stood,” said City Parks Forum Director Mary Eysenbach,
“these reports are presented in a way that explicitly shows,
for instance, the connections and relationships between
urban parks and a community’s revitalization .”

Briefing papers published to date include “How
Cities Use Parks For Community Revitalization” by Peter
Harnik; “How Cities Use Parks For Community Engage-
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ROMNEY UNVEILS JOBS PACKAGE TO
STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMY
Legislation includes new local aid for housing creation,
tax cuts for businesses

Saying he is committed to strengthening the economy,
Governor Mitt Romney today took the next step in his
campaign to create more jobs in Massachusetts with com-
prehensive legislation that he said will “benefit all companies
and all types of workers.”

Romney said the bill “will help provide us with a resurgent,
across-the-board economic recovery.”

Romney laid out the details of the jobs bill in a series of
meetings with key business, labor and academic leaders, and
with members of his Regional Competitiveness Councils,
which are all-volunteer boards that guide economic develop-
ment in different areas of the state.

The legislation - to be filed once final input is received - is
focused on expanding key businesses, training workers and
developing more housing and commercial space.

Among other initiatives, it includes:

- A targeted tax rebate to companies that create new jobs in
biotechnology, life sciences and medical device manufactur-
ing;

- New local aid for communities that create more housing,
paid for by a sales tax rebate on building materials;

- Career assistance for workers, such as a non-degree
tuition assistance loan program and grants to encourage
training partnerships among community colleges, industry
and career centers;

- Expansion of Statewide Technology Transfer Center at
UMass to increase likelihood that technology developed at
the school will have commercial application and lead to job
creation;

- Doubling the Economic Opportunity Tax Credit from 5 to
10 percent for business development of brownfields; and



On Beacon Hill

- Matching grants of up to $200,000 to revitalize
urban centers, keeping jobs near housing and
helping maintain the local tax base.

The bill has a three-year price tag of $125 million.
An estimated $50 million of this amount is funded
by a change that conforms the state’s tax refund practices
to IRS time limits. The remainder is paid through self-
funding mechanisms or non-General Fund sources.
Romney said the bill “addresses a number of systemic
problems - such as housing and urban decline - that have
undercut previous job creation efforts in Massachusetts,”
and he credited the public, private and nonprofit leaders
serving on the Regional Competitiveness Councils with
many of the innovative features being proposed as part of
the legislation.

The Governor noted the bill builds on the Commonwealth’s
strengths by providing incentives to move jobs from the
laboratory to manufacturing facilities.

Under the proposed tax rebate, eligible manufacturing
companies in the biotech, life sciences and medical devices
field that create at least 25 new jobs will be entitled to a
rebate equal to 50 percent of the state income tax paid to
the state for each new employee of the company.

”If you create a product here, we want you to make that
product here,” Romney said.

And he said the lack of housing, cited as the number one
barrier to business growth in Massachusetts, will finally be
addressed head-on with incentives to communities that
increase their number of housing units.

In addition to new local aid to reward housing starts, Rom-
ney proposes freeing up state-owned surplus property for
residential use by offering communities a share of the sales
price of the land if they take “housing friendly” action, such
as zoning changes, that pave the way for development.
Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healey introduced a manager at
the New Balance Athletic Shoe Company, Kevin Watts, to
highlight the type of career assistance that will see an
expansion under the bill.

”As a manager, Kevin was able to learn about lean manu-
facturing techniques. Lean theory is designed to cut down
on waste and increase efficiency. This training has created a
better manufacturing process that will preserve jobs right
here in Massachusetts,” Healey said.

According to Healey, the bill targets a gap in tuition assis-
tance by making it available to individuals who do not want
to embark on a college degree program, but need specific
education or training that will allow them to re-enter or
advance in the workplace.

She also hailed the grant program supporting training part-
nerships between community colleges, industry groups and
the state’s career centers, saying it will match the needs of
growing businesses with job seekers.

American F|.=|||||'g Risoe
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Mr. Alvin S. Topham

Chairman

Nantucket Planning and Economic Development Commission
1 East Chestnut Street

Nantucket, MA 02554

30™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Dear Mr. Topham and Commissioners,

On behalf of the 850 members of the American
Planning Association, Massachusetts Chapter, [ would like to
extend our congratulations for a job well done over thirty
years. The special legislation which created the Commis-
sion, the Land Bank Legislation enacted during Mr. Klein’s
tenure as director, and your current efforts to implement
your comprehensive plan and housing strategy serve as
examples of good planning to your colleagues across the
Commonwealth.

Your fellow planners wish you well as you celebrate
your 30" Anniversary and look forward to many more years
of successful planning from our colleagues on Nantucket.
Massachusetts needs examples of planning success stories
and Nantucket has provided more than its share. As the
Commonwealth begins to undertake its first comprehensive
planning and zoning reform in over thirty years, we will be
looking at the examples provided by Nantucket, Martha’s
Vineyard and the Cape as positive efforts to build upon in
our drafting efforts.

Once again. Job well done.

Peter C. Lowitt, AICP
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Resources

2003’s Top 10 Planning Web Sites

So what are the top 10 planning web sites you should
check out? Rich Carson has provided us with his list for
2003. Rich is a planning director in the Portland-Vancouver
metropolitan area. He also manages the American Planning
Association’s “Planning Publication’s List” on the Internet
and is an Internet editor for the “Urban Studies” category
for the LookSmart directory. The directory is used by
LookSmart, MSN, Excite, AltaVista, Time Warner and more
than 370 Internet service providers and reaches 77% of all
Internet users.

Smart City Radio (www.smartcityradio.com). This is the
web site for the National Public Radio show “Smart City.”
The show recently went national and Carol Coletta is the
host. Carol does a weekly interview with people involved in
all aspects of land use planning. You can listen to her
broadcast through your computer and subscribe to her e-
newsletter.

Urbanicity (www.urbanicity.org). This is another new
site and it is one the most comprehensive international
planning web sites on the Internet. Urbanicity’s stated
mission is to “explore aspects of urban management.” The
site is extensive and has a magazine and lots of information
including feature articles, case studies, technology papers
and an e-news.

Planum (www.planum.net). This European planning web
site is billed as an “e-zine promoted by journals, associations
of planners, academic and research institutes.” Planum has
a journal and information on events, news and has essays on
a variety of topics.

Cyburbia (http://www.cyburbia/). This is the Internet’s
oldest portal site for urban planners and others interested in
cities and the built environment. It includes information about
mailing lists and newsgroups, and it hosts a very active
bulletin board and image-hosting gallery.

Planetizen ( www.planetizen.com). This is the premier
web site in terms of delivering current planning news to your
computer. The site also has information on jobs, runs essays
and announcements, and has many other planning resources.

About Planning ( www.aboutplanning.org). This is an
Internet clearing house for information about web sites,
publications, essays and news related to land use planning,
growth management, comprehensive planning, smart growth
and new urbanism. The Great Planning Quotes section is
especially useful.

American Planning Association ( <http://
www.planning.org). This is the official web site for the
New England Planning / 6

American Planning Association and focuses on information
for the planning professional. It also has a variety of plan-
ning publications like Planning Magazine, upcoming planning
events and lots of topics.

Planning Report (http://www.ablinc.net/tpr). This web
site bills itself as “the insider’s guide to growth manage-
ment.” It primarily features interviews with people active in
the world of land use planning. The folks interviewed are
planners, politicians and developers who have an opinion
about the planning profession or planning projects. It also
has an e-newsletter you can subscribe to.

PlannersWeb (www.plannersweb.com). This is the
official web site for the “Planning Commissioner’s Journal”
magazine. However, it has a lot of great planning resource
information for the planning professional, including reports,
planning links, and even a comic strip.

Smart Growth America

www.smartgrowthamerica.com). This is a coalition of
nearly 100 advocacy organizations that have a stake in how
metropolitan expansion affects our environment, quality of
life and economic sustainability. The web site provides
information on a variety of planning topics.

Rich also notes that he did not list the three largest
Internet directories, but that they are especially useful when
searching for planning information. Each directory has a
separate urban planning category. They are:

LookSmart/Zeal (2.6 million web links)
www.looksmart.com/eus317916/eus53711/eus53762/171&

Open Directory Project (2.5 million web links) - <http://
dmoz.org/Science/Social Sciences/
Urban _and Regional Planning/>

Yahoo (1.8 million web links) <http://dir.yahoo.com/
Social Science/Urban Studies/>
dir.yahoo.com/Social Science/Urban_Studies

You can contact Rich Carson at richardcarson@qwest.net.

Rudayna Abdo, AICP, named Director

AICP & Professional Development
Mike Welch, APA Leadership Affairs Manager

On July 11, Paul Farmer, Executive Director and CEO of
the American Planning Association (APA) and its profes-
sional institute, the American Institute of Certified Planners
(AICP), announced the appointment of Ms. Rudayna Abdo,
AICP, as its director of AICP and Professional Develop-

ment.

In this position, Ms. Abdo will guide the professional
development initiatives of the American Institute of Certified



Planners, including its national certification program for
professional planners, ethics, continuing education and
partnerships with societies of professionals involved with the
built environment. These activities serve a growing mem-
bership of over 14,000 certified planners in the U.S. and
abroad, with a Washington-based staff team of five and
additional staff support in both D.C. and Chicago.

Tufts Accreditation

In an April 15 letter to Tufts University President Larry
Bacow, the Chair of the Planning Accreditation Board
(PAB) congratulated Tufts on receiving accreditation as a
planning department. UEP department chair, Fran Jacobs,
notes: “We are gratified by the PAB’s ‘vote of confidence’,
and are particularly pleased to have been identified by its
site visit team as a promising national model for integrating
policy and planning education and practice.”

Professor Bratt, who was chair of UEP when the idea to
seek accreditation was launched, adds: “Planning accredita-
tion is a serious academic process involving the preparation
of a detailed self-study report, as well as a three-day site
visit from academics and planners appointed by the Planning
Accreditation Board. We are thrilled to have successfully
met the demanding criteria of the PAB.” She also offers
that “part of the impetus to seek accreditation was based on
the work and achievements of our alumni, such as Peter
Lowitt and Ralph Wilmer, who are leaders in the American
Planning Association. It became clear to many of us on the
faculty that we have been education planning professionals
with a strong policy orientation since the program started
nearly 30 years ago.”

There are a number of benefits of accreditation. First, it
allows the department to be nationally recognized as a
program that prepares students to enter the professional
planning community. Second, it enables graduates to qualify
for membership in the American Institute of Certified
Planners (AICP) two years after graduation, as opposed to
four years after graduation from a non-accredited Master’s
Program, upon completion of a written examination. And,
third, UEP graduate students will now be qualified to apply
for various scholarships and prizes offered by the Associa-
tion of Collegiate Schools of Planning.

In view of the close connections between the fields of
public policy and planning, planning accreditation will not
change the department’s traditionally strong orientation to
policy issues. But the core curriculum will be enhanced by
adding several key topics essential to providing students with
a well-rounded planning education.

The department is looking forward to continuing its close
collaboration with the Massachusetts Chapter of the Ameri-
can Planning Association (APA), the other three accredited
planning programs in Massachusetts, and the other 70
schools with accredited planning programs in North
America.

Planning Collaboration

In September 2003, Gisela Walker, CPTC co-director
from UMass Extension, appeared before the MA APA
Board to rekindle discussions about sharing staff across
planning organizations. Some Board members recalled the
Task Force Report from 1991/92 - Planners and Plan-
ning in MA. Its purpose was to:

*  examine the opportunities for organization and
service reforms across the seven groups...

*  identify overlapping goals, duplication of services to
members,

* identify opportunities and procedures for more
effective and efficient coordination of programs, ...

* identify opportunities for shared (or at least
coordinated) resources and services and ...

*  develop a stronger voice for planning in MA.”

(Introduction, Jay Kaufman, 2/92).

The Task Force adopted very specific recommenda-
tions that include ranges of shared staff, programming and
services. The report makes for very interesting reading 11
years later!

Of course the world of planners and planning has
changed since 1992 - or hasn’t it? “As NE’s economy has
slowed down, communities and companies alike have
scaled back planning efforts....planners face frustration,
lay-offs and anxiety.” (ibid.)

A fresh look at these recommendations in today’s
environment may reveal obvious opportunities for creating
more strength through unity for the voice of planning.

For the past eight years, the Citizen Planner Training
Collaborative has benefited from the spirit of collaboration
among its seven partners*. Today it makes sense that they
are now calling for a debate on closer administrative and
program links in times of dwindling resources for planning.
At the recent meeting there seemed to be support among
MA Chapter members to pursue this idea and look for
funding for a feasibility assessment.

*DHCD, UMass Extension, MAPD, MA APA, MARPA, MA Federation,
CPTC Advisory Board.
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general approval of practice as “valuable planning tool”), constrained, of
course, by constitutional limitations not at issue here.

Judge Cordy then went on to pursue the other branch of
his analysis—that the decision was not arbitrary and capri-
cious. This was accomplished by establishing that the only
substantive challenge that the rezoning was arbitrary and
capricious in the case was based on the alleged “extraneous
consideration” involved. At that point, the shibboleth is
neatly expunged as a legal doctrine in Massachusetts:

In general, there is no reason to invalidate a legislative act on the basis
of'an “extraneous consideration,” because we defer to legislative findings
and choices without regard to motive. We see no reason to make an
exception for legislative acts that are in the nature of zoning enactments,
and find no persuasive authority for the proposition that an otherwise
valid zoning enactment is invalid if it is in any way prompted or
encouraged by a public benefit voluntarily offered. We conclude that the
proper focus of review of a zoning enactment is whether it violates State
law or constitutional provisions, is arbitrary or unreasonable, or is
substantially unrelated to the public health, safety, or general welfare.
Board of Appeals of Hanover v. Housing Appeals Comm., 363 Mass.
356, 358 (1973). McLean Hosp. Corp. v. Belmont, supra at 547, 778
N.E.2d 1016. In the absence of any infirmity other than the existence of a
voluntary offer to make a gift to the town at some time in the future when
the power plant became operational, we conclude that the judge erred in
holding the zoning ordinance invalid and granting summary judgment to
the plaintiffs.

Thus, Durand will be remembered as the case in which
the Home Rule Amendment was used incisively to update
the land use regulatory authority of Massachusetts munici-
palities.

(Article originally intended for August issue; hence, the text
is a bit out of phase, but the substance remains timely)

Enhancements, continued from page 1
was later amended by making the spending discretionary.

Ultimately, the full House rejected these attempts to gut the
successful Enhancements program.

Since 1991 when the enhancement program was estab-
lished by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act (ISTEA), funding for Transportation Enhancement
improvements has been mandatory. More than 17,000 local
projects have been funded since the program began. The
Enhancement program funds projects in 12 categories,
including trails, bike and pedestrian projects, historic preser-
vation, and scenic and streetscape improvements. TE has
proven to be among the most popular federal transportation
programs. The fact was underscored by the fact that many
Members of Congress from both parties took to the floor
during the debate on the amendment to support the program.

The fight on transportation reauthorization doesn’t end
with this month’s victory on Enhancements. Congress is
enacting an extension of TEA-21 into early 2004 in order to
continue working on a final reauthorization bill. The vote
does, however, provide vital momentum for planners and
other proponents of a balanced transportation system that
promotes choice, access, and livability.

ANR Commentary
Douglas Albertson, Town Planner
Town of Belchertown

As our legislature ponders the proposed changes to
Massachusetts’ zoning and subdivision laws, it might aid the
discussion to have an example from a town in the hinter-
lands. For you easterners who have gotten off the “pike to
go to Ambherst, Belchertown is probably just a drive-
through with a funny name. Alas, the name is not enough
to deter the acre-lot dreamers. (Maybe Fishguts,
Dungflies, or something even more blatantly crude might
help).

The primary concern many Massachusetts planners
have with the present laws is the “Subdivision Approval
Not Required” or “ANR,” allowance for creating lots on
existing street frontage. In Belchertown, ANRs are where
the growth is. With ANRs, the town has no control over
the lot creation, the neighbors have no say or even notifica-
tion of the impending changes to their neighborhood, and
the developers really don’t contribute anything while having
the right to maximize their profit at the town’s expense.

Belchertown is similar to many exurban towns in Mass.
The roads that were adequate for the occasional car or
pick-up thirty years ago, are now arterial traffic routes for
fancy sedans and four-wheel-drive busses that never leave
the pavement while barely fitting on it. The frontage along
these roads has become front yards with a driveway every
150 feet.

Belchertown has over 150 miles of road over 50 square
miles of area. Going back to 1995, over the past seven and
a half years, Belchertown has had 449 building lots created
from ANRSs, with about 50 lots created in subdivisions.
There are still many miles of road frontage to be turned
into lots. Some areas with thousands of feet of frontage
and many acres remain fields and trees while the builders
are just waiting for the owner to die.

My intent with these examples is to illustrate the
imminence of the problem. In short, we have had 10% of
our lots created through subdivisions since 1995. This
statistic will change as we have six subdivisions coming in
soon, for about 140 lots, but the ANRs keep coming. So
far this year, we have 35 ANR lots. Last year we had 106
ANR lots and 11 subdivision lots.

Now to complicate it some more, I do not think we
should eliminate the ANR provision. There are times it
promotes more land preservation and fewer houses than a
subdivision would. Those occasions are not the norm,
though. An improved law, as put forth in the proposed
changes, will help municipalities and their current residents
have more opportunity to accommodate growth as it occurs
rather than have try to catch up to it.
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employment

Bicycle/Pedestrian Transportation Planner (Part-time or Full-time
Position) Assist in the preparation of proposals, plans and designs for bicycle
and pedestrian transportation projects throughout New England. Candidates
should have a Bachelor’s degree in planning, landscape architecture, engineering
or a related field, demonstrated analytical and writing skills as well as a passion
for bicycle/pedestrian transportation. Graphic and CAD skills a plus. Send
resume and cover letter to Paul Smith, Principal, Alta Planning + Design, 6
Spring Lane, Plymouth,Massachusetts 02360

Assistant Director of Planning. The Town of Wareham is looking for
candidates for the position of Assistant Director of Planning. This position
reports to the Director of Planning and Community Development and is
responsible for staffing the Planning Board, updating the Town’s Master Plan,
dealing with the general public on Subdivision Regulations and the Zoning By-
Law, meeting with special committees formed for specific purposes; e.g.,
Zoning Rewrite Committee, Building Reuse Committee, and the like.
Successful candidates’ qualifications include: Master in Community Planning
with 2-3 years experience working with Town Boards and applicants for
subdivisions, zoning variances, Special Permits, etc. Please contact Charles
Gricus, at cgricus@wareham.ma.us for more information, or send resume and
cover letter to: Patrician King, Personnel Director, Town of Wareham, 54
Marion Road, Wareham, MA 02571. Closing date for resumes is October 20,
2003.

Senior Urban Designer. Award-winning, Boston-based national planning
and urban design practice seeks a senior urban designer to work on multiple
projects. Applicants must have a degree in architecture and/or urban design, 5+
years experience working on large-scale planning and urban design projects, and
be willing to start work immediately. E-mail your resume to
jpelletier@gcassoc.com. Absolutely no phone calls.

Upcoming MAPD Lunches

The Mass. Association of Planning Directors holds lunch
meetings with speakers in locations around the state on the
third Friday of the month. There is a half-hour to socialize
before the meeting, followed by lunch at 12:30 Fall/early
winter lunches and speakers are:

October 17 — Asst. Attorney General Robert Ritchie —
Current Zoning and Planning Issues — Desmond
O’Malley’s, Route 9, Framingham. Bob Ritchie has offered
to answer particular questions about the zoning and planning
issues planners are facing ...please e-mail them to
laurharb@scituate.mec.edu for forwarding.

November 21 — Jenny Leis, VISTA volunteer - City
Repair Project — Jimbo’s South, Route 37, Braintree. The
City Repair project is a neighborhood-driven organization
which has been promoting traffic calming and creation of
ecologically friendly public spaces in Portland, OR.

December 12 — Holiday/Awards Luncheon with
APA-MA Chapter — Parris, in the Quincy Market building,
Boston. This will be the annual holiday celebration with
MA-APA’s presentation of awards for outstanding work in
planning in Massachusetts.

Lunches are free for members and $20 for anyone who
is not a member of MAPD. For membership information,
call Michelle Buck at 508-892-7019 or e-mail her at
BuckM@]eicesterma.org.
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Earn Professional Development
Hours While You Learn!

Explore landscape solutions for stormwater runoff and
increase your understanding of community landscape
codes—and earn professional development hours—by
participating in ASLA’s upcoming desktop seminars. Regis-
ter today at http://www.asla.org/nonmembers/educa-
tion/registration.htm.

Planting for Water Quality: Landscape Solutions
for Stormwater Runoff
Level: Intermediate
Education Credit: 1.5 PDH

October 16,2003
1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. Eastern, 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. Central,
10:30 a.m. - 12 noon Pacific
Faculty: Jean K. Akers, ASLA

The presentation will focus on the value of vegetation
for maintaining the integrity of our water resources.
Biofiltration, the influence of site design techniques in
managing stormwater, vegetative best management prac-
tices, and planting considerations will be discussed.

Green Laws: Designing With Community Land-
scape Codes
Introductory Level
Education Credit: 1.5 PDH

November 13,2003
1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. Eastern, 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. Central,
10:30 a.m. - 12 noon Pacific
Faculty: Buck Abbey, ASLA

This session will explore the landscape laws, tree laws
and land alteration codes that are springing up across the
country as a method of protecting, preserving or rebuilding
nature in the city. These laws have certain design compo-
nents and technical requirements that professional land-
scape architects, architects, and engineers must comply
with under contemporary building regulations in some of
America’s towns and cities.

ASLA’s Desktop Seminars and Landscape Architecture
Technical Information Series Online (LATIS) provide a
convenient and affordable way to earn professional
development hours (PDH) and explore important issues
and topics in landscape architecture.

World Town Planning Day (WTPD) is November §, 2003!
This year will mark the 54th annual celebration of World
Town Planning Day , a special day to recognize and promote
the role of planning in creating livable communities. It is not
too early to start thinking about celebrating WTPD. APA
has developed a tool-kit for organizing a WTPD event. Visit
www.planning.org/worldtown/ for a copy of the tool kit, as
well as other World Town Planning Day materials, such as
the WTPD press release and WTPD proclamation. If you
have any questions about WTPD or sponsoring an event,
please contact us at aicp@planning.org.



October 16,7 PM: Urban Places, Urban Landscapes.

URI, Kingston, RI. Ken Smith, landscape architect, NY, part of URI fall
lecture series. Free and open to the public. For more information contact 401-
874-2249 or wagre@uri.edu.

October 17-18: Drinking Water Protection Conference

Worcester, MA. Learn more about new state and federal programs that are
making more information available to people who want to assure clean and
affordable drinking water for their communities. For more information and to
RSVP, contact Mike Davis at Clean Water Fund, 617-338-8131 or
mdavis@cleanwater.org.

October 22: Moving Together 2003: Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian
Conference

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Worcester, MA. Join the growing number of people
throughout the Commonwealth who are working to improve bicycling and
walking conditions locally, regionally and statewide. $30. Contactthe Baystate
Roads Program at 413-545-2604 or baystate _roads@hotmail.com for informa-
tion and registration.

October 22, 6 PM: Architecture Slide Lecture: Principles of Home:
Saltbox to Sopranos.

Rabb Lecture Hall, Boston Public Library, free. Sponsored by the Boston
Society of Architects. For more information. contact 617-951-1433 x221 or
bsa@architects.org

October 23-24: MA/RI/CT Fall Planning Conference
Hilton Hotel, Hartford, CT, $125-155.The theme of this annual conference is

“The Best of Planning 2003.” For information and registration, see the CT, MA or
RI websites, ccapa.org, massapa.org or riapa.org, or contact Contact Sally Pickett

at s.pickett@townofcantonct.org or 860-693-7891

October 29, 12:00-1:30 PM: WTS-Boston, Rhode Island Affiliate
luncheon

Gatehouse Restaurant, Four Richmond Square, Providence, RI. Speaker: James

R. Capaldi, Director RI Department of Transportation. Contact Pam Sherrill,
AICP, Pare Engineering by October 20 - 401-334-4100

October 30: Water Wars: Are there peaceful solutions?
Symposium, Boxborough, MA. This program is designed to bring water
suppliers, environmentalists and other water users together for realistic solutions

to water allocation conflicts now going on in New England. $130-$180. Contact
the New England Water Works Association at 508-893-7979

October 30-November 2: Ecological Engineering for Integrated Water
management: Designing Urban and Industrial Watersheds. Harvard
Graduate School of Design.

Cambridge. $150. For more information contact Aimee Taberner at 617-495-
9581 or ataberner@gsd.harvard.edu.

November 4: 9 AM-3 PM, Assessing Forest Biodiversity and Sustain-
able Management on Forest Lands.

Urban Forestry Center, Protsmouth, NH. Free. For registration contact
Laurie Schoonhoven at 814-865-7932 or Ims28@psu.edu.

November 4-8: Lake Management Symposia

Foxwoods Resort, $100-$485. The New England Chapter of the North
American Lake Management Society is hosting an international symposium
designed for lake and watershed professionals and citizen stewards. all aspects
of lake and watershed assessment and management will be covered. For more
information or to register go to www.nalms.org/symposia/newengland/
index htm

November 8,8 AM~4 PM: Shaping the Future of Essex County -
Practical Solutions for Sustainable Growth.

Merrimack College, Andover, MA. $25. For more information contact Lee
Cunningham at the Essex County COmmunity Foundation, 978-887-8876
X19 or L.cunningham@eccf.org

November 13, 7 PM: Powerful Tools for Planning and Design; Digital
Landscape Modelling.

URL, Kingston, RI. Stephen Irwin, Harvard University, part of URI fall
lecture series. Free and open to the public. For more information contact 401-
874-2249 or wagre@uri.edu.

November 15: The Farmington Canal Heritage Greenway Bi-State
Summit.

Eno Memorial Hall, Simsbury, CT. $15. For more information contact Craig
Della Penna at Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 508-755-3300
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Massachusetts Association
of Consulting Planners

Consisting of 50 planning firms representing
30 technical fields that serve organizations
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Philip C. Kennedy, AICP
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ant Directory.
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Engineers
Surveyors Community Master Planning
Scientists
Planners Site Design & Engineering
Landscape Environmental Consulting Jeffrey C. Milder
Architects Manager of Planning Services
Open Space & Natural Resource Planning =~ =——————
Ten Forbes Road
MEPA/Article 80 Permitting Braintree/MA 02184
Tel: 781.849.7070 Ext. 235
Fax: 781.849.0096
Web: www.daylor.com
jmilder@daylor.com

SEIDMAN

EDITH NETTER

Taintor &’ Associates, Inc.

Rick Taintor, Aicp

Community Planning

Regional Planning
Growth Management
Economic Development

22 Unicorn Street ¢ PO Box 671 e Newburyport, MA 01950-0871
978-462-0404 o Fax 978-462-0107 e EMAIL taintor@w-t.org
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TRUST FOR PUBLIC
LAND
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USE NEW ART

CITYVIEW
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RESEARCH GROUP

ROBINSON & COLE

LANDUSE INC.
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NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Changes of Address: New England Planning does not maintain
address lists. All lists are maintained at the national office and
mailed to local chapters each month. If you have moved, write:
Membership Department, APA National Headquarters, 122 S.
Michigan Ave., Suite 1600, Chicago, IL 60603-6107.

Employment Ads: Employment and jobs wanted ads a re $25.00
per listing, which includes the newsletter and posting on the MAPA
website. Send copy to the newsletter editor (email preferred) with a
name and billing address.

Consultant Directory: Rates are $35.00 per business card listing
(one month) or $350.00 for an annual listing (ten issues). Send
business card or camera ready copy (2.33” x 1.4”) to the editor.

Membership Information: APA National Headquarters, 122 S.
Michigan Ave., Suite 1600, Chicago, IL 60603-6107; (312) 431-
9100.

Questions: Please try to call the appropriate chapter officer (see
panel on left for contact info).

Back Issues: For copies of back issues, contact the Administrative
Office at (617) 287-5607.

Internet: National, www.planning.org; MAPA, www.massapa.org;
RIAPA, www.riapa.org.

Submissions: We welcome articles, letters to the editor, photos,
calendar items, project profiles, etc. Please do not hesitate to send
anything you think of interest, or query editor to discuss an idea.
We may need to edit due to space limitations. If possible, please
send electronic version in .txt format via email or disk.

Calendar Listings: Please send listings in calendar format (see
inside this issue).

Send Items to: Jennifer Goldson, APA Newsletter Co-Editor, 87
Newburg Street #2, Roslindale, MA 02131, phone: 617-796-1131;
Email: jennifer.goldson@verizon.net

MAPA Administrative Office: Pauline Westhaver, Urban Harbors
Institute, University of Mass—Boston, 100 Morrissey Blvd.,
Boston, MA 02125-3393. Phone: (617) 287-5607; email:
ma.apa@umb.edu
INFORMATION FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE
IS DUE NO LATER THAN
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 20038730
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